
Residential Decks 

l & 2 Family Dwellings and Townhouses

While every attempt has been made to insure the correctness of this handout, no guarantees are made to its accuracy or completeness. 

Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the owner or contractor. For specific questions regarding 

code requirements, refer to The City of Lewiston's City Code online at lewistonmn.org

Building Permit Requirements: 

• Building permits are required for all decks that are more than 30" above adjacent grade or attached to
a structure having frost footings. A permit is also required if the deck is part of an accessible route. 

Zoning Requirements: 

• Decks must also meet the City's land use and setback requirements as stated in the Unified 
Development Code. Supply a drawing(s) similar to Page 5 of this handout "Site Pion Example"

Plan Review & Inspections: 

• Along with a completed permit application, the applicant must supply all information required in this
handout. Plans will be reviewed by the Building Inspections Department for code compliance and 
returned in a reasonable amount of time. Construction must not begin until the code compliant plans
are on site and a permit card is hung in a visible location. 

Design Considerations: 

• All fasteners shall be hot-dipped galvanized, stainless steel or other approved for use with preservative
treated lumber. 

• All lumber in direct contact with the ground must be rated as "ground contact" lumber. 
• Flashing at ledger board connections shall be corrosion-resistant metal of nominal thickness not less 

than 0.019 inch or approved non-metallic material that is compatible with the substrate of the structure
and the decking materials. Aluminum and galvanized metal will only be allowed if there is a barrier 
between the treated lumber and the flashing material. 

• Plastic composite exterior deck boards, stair treads, guards and handrails shall comply with the 
requirements of ASTM D7032 and Section R507 of the 2020 Minnesota IRC. 

• Mechanical connectors, e.g., joist hangers or post anchors, shall be stainless steel or galvanized with 2.0
ounces of zinc per square foot (total both sides) (ASTM A653 G-185 coating). 

Required inspections will include. but are not limited to: 

Footing: When holes are dug and forms are set but BEFORE any concrete is poured. The inspector will check
the depth of the footing and its width at the base. They may also check the location of the footings for 
compliance with the zoning ordinance. 

Framing: When all framing, blocking, bracing and flashing is in place and prior to covering the construction so 
it will be accessible tor inspection. The inspection MAY be done at the time of a final inspection if ALL parts of 
the framing are visible and easily accessible. The inspector will check the size and spacing of joists, beams and
columns, the attachment to the dwelling including flashing, the type and locations of fasteners and any other 
item deemed necessary. 

Final: When deck is completed and grading (if any is required) is finished. The inspector will check the type of
decking, stairs, railings, and landings. 
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THIS IS AN EXAMPLE SKETCH ONLY. DO NOT USE THIS TO DESIGN YOUR DECK 
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